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PRESIDENT’S FAREWELL
With the close of the academic year and the beginning of summer near, I
find myself fortunate to reminisce and reflect on the 2024 – 2025 year. I
am tremendously thankful and filled with deep gratitude as well as pride
for what we have accomplished together over the past year. It has been
an extraordinary honor to serve this community, over 500 strong, of
dedicated professionals, students, residents, and leaders in pharmacy
practice.
This year, GCSHP has thrived in its mission to support, connect, and
educate health-system pharmacy practitioners and partners through a
wide array of engaging events, networking opportunities, and
professional development programs. We hosted nearly 40 events this
board year. One of which was our PAC fundraiser and social bringing
members together virtually and in-person for a cause that supports
advocacy and the future of our profession. Our educational calendar
blossomed with a myriad of Resident Grand Rounds and Industry Dinner
events on clinical topics like CKD, antifungals, UTI and biosimilars.
As a cornerstone of our mission, mentorship and growth for future leaders, was on full display through our student and
new practitioner events. From our start of the year ‘New Practitioner/Resident/Student Social’ to our multiple enriching
‘Dinner with a Pharmacist’ series featuring respected practitioners like: Dr. Crouch (Internal Medicine), Dr. Philip
(Pharmacy Informatics), Dr. Salinas (Medication Safety), and Dr. Ramirez (Solid Organ Transplant). We found each dinner
offered invaluable insight and camaraderie for students. We capped off this series with our lively Match Day/Pre-
Graduation Social celebrating our future pharmacists as they prepare to launch their careers.
Vibrant events like ‘Kolor my Kanvas’ and being able to reunite and rekindle fellowship with those across the state at our
‘TSHP Annual Seminar Social’, remind us that community and connection are just as vital as clinical expertise.
Furthermore, at the state-level, we were thrilled to recognize nearly a dozen GCSHP members who received awards and
honors for their clinical excellence, leadership, and service to the profession. Their achievements continue to elevate our
chapter and inspire us all. Looking ahead, I encourage you to stay engaged with upcoming summer events such as our
Texas Law Continuing Education, Residency Graduation celebration, and the much-anticipated Game Night Social.
As I pass the torch, I want to extend my heartfelt appreciation to every member, volunteer, preceptor, and board
colleague who made this year so meaningful. Thank you for your trust, your dedication, and your passion for advancing
pharmacy practice. Being your President and serving this organization has been a great pleasure and privilege. I am
looking forward to the amazing opportunities that lie ahead for this organization and health-system pharmacy. Cheers to
another successful year and for all of the potential the profession has ahead!

GET INVOLVED
PAGE 09

GCSHP ELECTED
OFFICERS 25-26

Hello GCSHP Membership!



Sherrie Myers, RCPhT
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GCSHP ELECTED OFFICERS 2025-2026 

PRESIDENT-ELECT
PREM OOMMEN,

PHARMD, MBA, RPH

COMMUNICATIONS
SECRETARY

TELYSSA ANDERSON,
PHARMD, MBA, BCOP

RECORDING
SECRETARY

ASHLEY CROUCH,
PHARMD, BCPS

NEW PRACTITIONER
AMBASSADOR

MICHAEL TORAÑO,
PHARMD, MBA, MS,

BCPS, CPHQJUNIOR DIRECTOR
MOHAMMED QASIM

ADIL, PHARMD, BCPS

PRESIDENT
NIAZ DEYHIM,

PHARMD, MS, BCPS

IMMEDIATE PAST
PRESIDENT
CHIBUOKEM

AMUNEKE-NZE,
PHARMD, MBA

TREASURER
ERIC WUCKI, PHARMD,

MBA, MS, BCPS

SENIOR DIRECTOR
ALAN LUU, PHARMD,

MS, BCPS



CONGRATS TO GCSHP MEMBERS
WHO RECEIVED TSHP AWARDS!
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TSHP AWARD WINNERS

HONGMEI WANG, PHARMD, PHD,
BCIDP, FTSHP

TSHP PHARMACIST PRACTITIONER
RECOGNITION FELLOWS PROGRAM 

MICHAEL TORAÑO, PHARMD, MBA,
MS, BCPS, CPHQ

LEO F. AND ANN GODLEY RESIDENCY
FELLOWSHIP & FREDERICK W. MULLIN

ENDOWED PHARMACY AWARD

JORDAN BURDINE, PHARMD,
 MBA, BCPPS, FTSHP

TSHP PHARMACIST PRACTITIONER
RECOGNITION FELLOWS PROGRAM 

LESLIE JOSEPH, BS, RPHT, ILM
MIKE KNAPP PHARMACY

 TECHNICIAN AWARD 

CLAIRE LATIOLAIS, PHARMD, MS
PHARMACY MENTOR AWARD

VALERIE BUCKLEY, PHARMD,
BCIDP

NEW PHARMACIST AWARD

MCKENZIE ERWIN
GLENDA LAWSON MCREE PHARMACY

STUDENT AWARD

MEGAN HUANG FRAZIER
GULF COAST SOCIETY OF HEALTH-

SYSTEM PHARMACISTS LEADERSHIP
SCHOLARSHIP 

PHUOC ANNE NGUYEN, PHARMD,
MS, BCPS, FTSHP

PHARMACY LEADERSHIP AWARD

TYLER ENGLAND, PHARMD, MBA
RICHARD CADLE MENTORING

SCHOLARSHIP FOR PHARMACY
LEADERSHIP



GULF COAST SOCIETY OF HEALTH-SYSTEM PHARMACY PAGE 04

RECENT HIGLIGHTS

Members showed off their
bowling skills as they “rolled”
into post-graduate in April at

Palace Social 

MATCH DAY &
PRE-GRADUATION

SOCIAL

Our student, resident and new
practitioner members gathered at

Axelrad in February for an evening of
relaxing in the middle of a busy

residency interview season

NEW PRACTITIONER,
RESIDENT &

STUDENT SOCIAL 
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RECENT HIGLIGHTS

Members gathered in February at
Pappadeaux to learn more about the

management of hyperkalemia in
patients on RAASi therapy with speaker

Portia Davis, PharmD

ASTRA ZENECA
INDUSTRY DINNER

Members attending TSHP Annual Seminar in
April gathered after a long day of continuing

education to relax and unwind

TSHP ANNUAL
SEMINAR GCSHP

SOCIAL

KOLOR MY
KANVAS

Members showed off their creativity in
March at a social with a rodeo themed

painting. Who created the most unique pair?
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RECENT HIGLIGHTS

DINNER WITH A PHARMACIST

Dr. Philip - Pharmacy InformaticsDr. Ramirez - Solid Organ Transplant

Thank you to our pharmacist members who volunteered
to get dinner with pharmacy students from our local

pharmacy schools to share their personal experiences
in the profession and their respective specialties. Great

food and conversation was had by all! 

TSHP PAC VALENTINES FUNDRAISER
In February our members attended a cocktail and candy pairing

fundraiser for the TSHP Political Action Committee. Curtis Petty showed
off his mixology skills by creating three Texas themed drinks for the

evening!
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UPCOMING EVENTS

TEXAS PHARMACY LAW
CONTINUING EDUCATION

Join us for an ACPE-accredited pharmacy law program
by Collette Scott, JD, RPh a Compliance Officer for the

Texas State Board of Pharmacy.

LOCAL CHAPTER EVENTS
INDUSTRY DINNERS

Join our final industry dinner this Spring!
Understanding Rabies Post Exposure

Prophylaxis; Why HRIg Volume Matters 
by Kendrion Inc at Escalante’s Fine Tex-Mex

STATEWIDE EVENTS
TSHP FALL 

SPECIALTY SEMINAR
This year, the TSHP specialty pharmacy

committees are collaborating to host an in-person
seminar focused on advancing knowledge and

practice across key specialty areas.

SEPTEMBER 27  IN
SAN ANTONIO, TX

th

TSHP ANNUAL
SEMINAR 

APRIL 24-26  IN GALVESTONth

APPLY TO BE A SPEAKER HERE

SAVE THE DATE! GCSHP ANNUAL SEMINAR
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8  AT WESTIN TMCTH

RSVP HERE

Save the date for another great Annual
Seminar coming in 2026! 

REGISTER HERE
JUNE 10TH AT 6:30 PMMAY 29TH AT 6:30 PM

https://458rl1jp.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fform.jotform.com%2F251064157454152/1/01000196ca4fb00f-666f614c-8db3-4eb4-863e-3ebd62e732a7-000000/6lhd4kzDrIZnhglS5hCfObZate8=426
https://www.evite.com/event/00B7MV52YXWVSELTCEPQFTTLSWF7TQ
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/9c2a34c7-0f0a-4396-a958-5b195f4f9248@3aac21f4-d3d1-4703-a081-be31bf51280c


ANNUAL GCSHP GAME NIGHT 

GET MORE INFORMATION AND RSVP NOW HERE!
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https://www.evite.com/event/00B73V4NHIS5ZE5DKEPQG7YEZFDZUQ?utm_campaign=send_sharable_link&utm_source=evitelink&utm_medium=sharable_invite


GCSHP SCHOLARSHIP
SUPPORT
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GET INVOLVED

The Gulf Coast Society of Health-System Pharmacists
Leadership Scholarship was established in 2000 to
recognize a pharmacist or pharmacy student in an

undergraduate or graduate degree program based on
leadership, service and academic standing.

Funds to support this scholarship are proudly provided by
the fundraising activities and members of GCSHP. 

DONATE TO THE GCSHP
SCHOLARSHIP HERE

SHOUTOUT A GCSHP
MEMBER FOR A TSHP

MEMBERSHIP SPOTLIGHT

TSHP MENTORSHIP
PROGRAM

Do you know a GCSHP member that deserves a shoutout?

Have they gone above and beyond either in their practice or
through volunteerism? Help us recognize the amazing

accomplishments of our members by sharing their success
with TSHP for recognition in an upcoming TSHP

communication! 

Mentoring is a great way to give back to your profession and
share your professional expertise and experiences with

pharmacy students or new practitioners. For current faculty
professionals, the program is a great opportunity to reach

students outside of your school, expand your impact to
future leaders, and transform patient care.

Deadline to apply is June 15, 2025

APPLY HERE TO BE A MENTOR

 

 FILL OUT THE FORM HERE Select Gulf-Coast Society of Health-System Pharmacists
Leadership Scholarship under “Designate your gift”

SERVE ON A GCSHP
COMMITTEE

Share your expertise and get more involved with GCSHP by
serving on a committee! Opportunities are available on: 

Industry Committee
Membership Committee
Pharmacy Technician Committee
GCSHP Annual Seminar Committee
GCSHP Social Event & Nomination Committee
New Practitioner & Student Committee
Legislative & Advocacy Committee

SIGN-UP HERE BY JUNE 8TH

https://givebutter.com/TSHP-RE_Foundation
https://givebutter.com/TSHP-RE_Foundation
https://tshp.org/page/member_recognition
https://tshp.org/page/member_recognition
https://tshp.org/page/member_recognition
https://tshp.org/page/member_recognition
https://458rl1jp.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fform.jotform.com%2FTSHP%2FMentorApp/2/01000196cfa00a9d-a04d9414-bce0-4ada-a23c-c6503f94bf42-000000/6eeNDxzC2W6SUhyfT9VKQoYgVUo=426
https://tshp.org/page/member_recognition
https://form.jotform.com/TSHP/shout-out
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc3loaYmsN-mAZPW-_7G6-ycprAV18qMhcbW-jJu3bIh1rKFw/viewform
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Background Ovarian cancer is currently the 8th leading cause of cancer in women and the
most fatal of all gynecologic cancers worldwide. The majority of women are diagnosed with
advanced disease (stage III or IV), facing a 5-year survival rate of 50.9%. Platinum-based
chemotherapy, such as carboplatin, in combination with a taxane are the current standard of
care chemotherapy across all stages of ovarian cancer. Recurrence rates for ovarian cancer are
significantly high, seen in almost 25% of early stage and nearly 80% of late-stage disease.
Platinum-resistant cancer is defined as cancer that responds at first to chemotherapy that
contains the metal platinum and returns within 6 months after treatment. The mechanism of
platinum-resistant ovarian cancer has not been fully confirmed, and a novel treatment is
essential to improve outcomes of recurrent disease.

Mirvetuximab soravtansine is a first in class antibody-drug conjugate with a novel mechanism
targeting folate receptor alpha (FRɑ). FRɑ is commonly overexpressed in ovarian carcinoma
cells with limited expression in other tissues, allowing for a more targeted cytotoxic effect and
decreased off-target effects. Once bound to the receptor, mirvetuximab soravtansine is
internalized into the cell through receptor-mediated endocytosis. The potent cytotoxic
component, soravtansine (DM4), is released to kill the cancer cell through the disruption of
microtubule formation resulting in cell cycle arrest and apoptosis. DM4 also has a secondary
mechanism of diffusion through the cell membrane to kill neighboring tumor cells, also called
bystander killing.

Methods Mirvetuximab soravtansine received FDA approval based on the results of the
MIRASOL trial, a phase 3, global, confirmatory, open-label, randomized, controlled trial to
explore the efficacy and safety of mirvetuximab soravtansine (MIRV) compared to investigator’s
choice chemotherapy (ICC) in treatment of high-grade serous, platinum-resistant ovarian
cancer. Patients were required to have a ≥75% tumor expression of FRɑ as well as one to three
previous lines of chemotherapy. Patients were randomized in a 1:1 ratio to receive MIRV or ICC
(paclitaxel, pegylated liposomal doxorubicin, or topotecan). MIRV was administered
intravenously at 6 mg/kg of adjusted ideal body weight every 3 weeks. Patients receiving MIRV
also received a premedication regimen consisting of acetaminophen, dexamethasone,
diphenhydramine for prevention of infusion-related reaction and prophylactic glucocorticoid eye
drops beginning the day prior to MIRV infusion and continuing through day 8 of each cycle.

Results The study’s primary endpoint was investigator-assessed progression free survival (PFS)
from randomization to first event of disease progression or death. Secondary end points
included objective response rate (ORR), overall survival (OS), patient-reported outcomes,
duration of response (DOR), and cancer antigen 125 (CA-125). The trial included 227 and 226
participants in the MIRV and ICC group respectively with a majority of the participants being
white (66.4%), having stage IIIC ovarian cancer (50.1%), and receiving three prior lines of
systemic therapy (46.8%).

THE ROLE OF MIRVETUXIMAB SORAVTANSINE IN PLATINUM-
RESISTANT OVARIAN CANCER

MADELYN HALL
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN

PHARMD CANDIDATE 2026

NANCY TENG
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN

PHARMD CANDIDATE 2026

WRITTEN BY: 

SPECIAL THANKS TO 
LAURA CANNON, PHARMD, MPH,

BCOP
FOR PRECEPTING THIS REVIEW 

CLINICAL CORNER



1.Moore, Kathleen N., et al.
“Mirvetuximab Soravtansine in
frα-positive, platinum-
resistant ovarian cancer.” New
England Journal of Medicine,
vol. 389, no. 23, 7 Dec. 2023,
pp. 2162–2174,
https://doi.org/10.1056/nejmo
a2309169.

2.Webb PM, Jordan SJ. Global
epidemiology of epithelial
ovarian cancer. Nat Rev Clin
Oncol. 2024 May;21(5):389-
400. doi: 10.1038/s41571-
024-00881-3. Epub 2024 Mar
28. PMID: 38548868.

3.Survival Rates for Ovarian
Cancer. American Cancer
Society. 2023.
https://www.cancer.org/cancer
/types/ovarian-
cancer/detection-diagnosis-
staging/survival-rates.html 

4.Garzon S, Laganà AS, Casarin J,
Raffaelli R, Cromi A, Franchi M,
Barra F, Alkatout I, Ferrero S,
Ghezzi F. Secondary and
tertiary ovarian cancer
recurrence: what is the best
management? Gland Surg.
2020 Aug;9(4):1118-1129. doi:
10.21037/gs-20-325. PMID:
32953627; PMCID:
PMC7475365.

5.Vergote, I.B., Marth, C. &
Coleman, R.L. Role of the folate
receptor in ovarian cancer
treatment: evidence,
mechanism, and clinical
implications. Cancer
Metastasis Rev 34, 41–52
(2015).
https://doi.org/10.1007/s1055
5-014-9539-8

6. ImmunoGen, Inc. Elahere
(mirvetuximab soravtansine-
gynx) [package insert].
Waltham, MA: ImmunoGen,
Inc.; 2022.

7.Elahere. Prescribing
information. ImmunoGen;
2022. Accessed May 7, 2025.
https://www.elaherehcp.com/a
bout-elahere#moa

GULF COAST SOCIETY OF HEALTH-SYSTEM PHARMACY PAGE 11

CLINICAL CORNER
Patients receiving MIRV had a statistically significant longer median PFS of 5.62 months compared
to 3.98 months in the ICC group. Secondary endpoint analysis showed a significantly higher ORR in
the MIRV group (42.3%) compared to chemotherapy (15.9%). Analysis of OS also indicated
significant differences favoring MIRV with an estimated median OS of 16.46 months versus 12.75
months in the chemotherapy group. Additional results for primary and secondary endpoints can be
found in Table 1. 

Adverse events (AEs) occurred in 96.3% of patients treated with MIRV and 93.7% in the
chemotherapy group. AEs grade 3 or higher were observed in 41.7% of the MIRV group and 54.1% of
the chemotherapy group. Common AEs of any grade(≥25%) associated with MIRV included ocular
adverse events such as blurred vision, keratopathy, and dry eye. Other common adverse events are
abdominal pain, fatigue, diarrhea, constipation, and nausea, while chemotherapy was primarily
associated with anemia, nausea, neutropenia, and fatigue. Discontinuation due to AEs was higher in
the chemotherapy group (15.9%) compared to the MIRV group (9.2%).

Conclusion Overall, MIRV demonstrated notable improvements in PFS, ORR, and OS compared to
chemotherapy. However, limitations exist regarding the generalizability of the study findings due to
a lack of population diversity and exclusion of patients with primary refractory disease. Additionally,
MIRV was associated with a higher incidence of ocular toxicities, necessitating ophthalmologic
monitoring and prophylactic interventions which is communicated through a boxed warning. Cost
should be a factor in consideration of MIRV, as it is substantially higher than single agent
chemotherapy. Despite these limitations, this novel treatment approach of being a first-in-class
antibody-drug conjugate targeting FRɑ serves as an option for patients with platinum-resistant
FRα-positive ovarian cancer who have received prior systemic treatments. MIRV demonstrated
improved response rates and survival in a population with otherwise limited therapeutic options.
When discussing MIRV as a treatment option, pharmacists play a key role in educating patients
about the importance of prophylactic treatment to reduce ocular side effects and helping them
understand the risks and benefits associated with the therapy.

REFERENCES



2024-2025 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

15

PRESIDENT 
Chibuokem Amuneke-Nze, PharmD, MBA
Inpatient Pharmacy Assistant Manager at The
University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center

PRESIDENT-ELECT
Niaz Deyhim, PharmD, MS, BCPS
Pharmacy Administrative Specialist at 
Houston Methodist Hospital

IMMEDIATE PAST-PRESIDENT 
Reba Forbess, PharmD, PhD, CPPS 
Pharmacy Administrative Specialist
at Houston Methodist Willowbrook

SENIOR DIRECTOR
Christopher Murray, PharmD, MS
Regional Director of Pharmacy Operations
 at CommonSpirit Health South Region

JUNIOR DIRECTOR
Alan Luu, PharmD, MS, BCPS
Pharmacy Manager at Houston Methodist Hospital

TREASURER
Eric Wucki, PharmD, MBA, MS, BCPS
System 340 B Manager at Memorial Hermann 
Health-System

RECORDING SECRETARY
Noor Zaidan, PharmD, BCIDP
Pharmacy Clinical Practice Specialist in 
Infectious Diseases at UTMB Health

COMMUNICATIONS SECRETARY
Niha Zafar, PharmD, MS
Pharmacy Manager at Houston Methodist 

NEW PRACTITIONER AMBASSADOR 
Mohammad Qasim Adil, PharmD, BCPS
Clinical Pharmacy Specialist in Internal Medicine at
Lyndon B. Johnson Hospital with Harris Health

MEET THE OFFICERS
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EDUCATION CO-CHAIR
Divya Srinivasan, PhD, RPh
Pharmacy Manager at CHI St Luke’s Health

EDUCATION CO-CHAIR 
Akeem Bale, PharmD, MS, MBA, BCPS, BCSCP
Health System Director, Inpatient Pharmacy 
Services at The University of Texas Medical Branch

MEMBERSHIP CO-CHAIR
Rochelle Akpaffiong, PharmD, MBA – HCM, DPLA
Inpatient Pharmacy Manager at The University of Texas
Medical Branch, Clear Lake Hospital

MEMBERSHIP CO-CHAIR
Faith Rutherford, PharmD
Clinical Pharmacist at Houston Methodist Willowbrook
 and HCA Houston Healthcare Kingwood

TECHNICIAN CO-CHAIR 
Leslie Joseph, B.S., RPhT, ILM 
Instructional Lab Manager at the University of 
Houston College of Pharmacy

TECHNICIAN CO-CHAIR
Sherrie M. Myers, RCPhT
Instructional Lab Manager at the University of 
Houston College of Pharmacy

INDUSTRY CO-CHAIR 
Rick Ulasewich
Associate Director of Oncology Accounts 
at Daiichi Sankyo

INDUSTRY CO-CHAIR
Emily Hobaugh, MS
Neuroscience District Business Manager at 
Takeda Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

WEBSITE MANAGER 
​Valerie Buckley, PharmD
Infectious Diseases Clinical Pharmacy Specialist
 at St. Luke's Health in the Woodlands

NEWSLETTER CHAIR 
Ashley Crouch, PharmD, BCPS 
Internal Medicine Clinical Pharmacy Specialist at 
The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center

SOCIAL MEDIA COORDINATOR
Atra Mouser, PharmD, MS
Pharmacy Manager at Houston Methodist Hospital

Megan Huang Frazier
University of Houston
College of Pharmacy

Princillar Agyapong
Texas Southern University College
of Pharmacy and Health Sciences

William Pham
Texas A&M Irma Lerma
Rangel School of Pharmacy

2024-2025 MEMBERS-AT-LARGE
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STUDENT SOCIETY REPRESENTATIVES



GCSHP.MEMBERSHIP@GMAIL.COM@GULFCOASTSHP

CONTACT US

https://www.gcshptx.org/
https://x.com/gcshp
https://www.instagram.com/gulfcoastshp/
https://www.facebook.com/gulfcoastshp/
mailto:gcshp.membership@gmail.com

